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703 May 12, 1899 

with the exception of 1 case, a quotidian type of fever, all are chronic 
medical cases, varied in their nature. The remaining 5 cases are purely 
surgical. In the Costa Eica Eailway Hospital, Limon, are 6 patients, 
all of the negro race ; 5 of them having mild forms of malarial fever, 
the remaining 1 being a surgical case. 

The mortuary record (official) of the town and department of Limon, 
Costa Eica, from April 1 to the 23d instant, inclusive, show that only 
4 deaths have occurred in the "department" in the past twenty- three 
days. * * * 

Eespectfully, yours, Wm. H. Caeson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Regarding passengers from, Punta Arenas, Costa Rica. 

Limon, Costa Eioa, April 26, 1899. 

Sir : I beg to acknowledge herewith the receipt on the 24th instant 
of the Department letter (McE) dated the 7th instant, and relating to 
parties seeking transportation from Port Limon to the United States, 
and who have come over from Punta Arenas on the Pacific Coast. 

I may here state that I am well aware of this dangerous and pestilen- 
tial seaport (Punta Arenas) on the Pacific Coast, and also that it is 
comparatively a short distance, about 70 miles, from said Punta Arenas 
to San Jos6, the capital of Costa Eica. I take occasion to give the 
various distances between Punta Arenas and San Jos6 ; they are con- 
sidered reliable. Prom Punta Arenas to Esparta is 12 miles, (the town 
of Atenas is about 15 miles from Alajuela and is 30 miles nearer San 
Jose than Esparta). Esparta to Alajuela is about 45 miles, and this 
section is without rail, but has a "cart road." 

From Alajuela to San Jose' is 14 miles by rail, and the distance from 
San Jose to Port Limon is 102 J miles by rail, thus making the total 
distance from Punta Arenas, on the Pacific, to Port Limon, on the 
Caribbean Sea, 173J miles. I may also state that in my two years' 
service as medical inspector for the Louisiana State board of health I 
have never had an applicant for transportation from the Pacific Coast 
to the United States. 

The doctor (Wm. H. Inksetter), referred to in your letter as residing 
in Alajuela, took passage on the Alleghany for New York on the 24th 
instant, and will not return to this country for some months ; however, 
I will inform Dr. Padilla, a prominent physician of Alajuela, who is 
worthy of full confidence, of the caution to be exercised in granting 
medical certificates to those anticipating a voyage to the United States 
via Port Limon. 

Eespectfully, yours, Wm. H. Carson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. S. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Port Limon. 

Limon, Costa Eica, April 26, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report herewith that the sanitary condition 
of the town of Limon and the adjacent country remain entirely satis- 
factory. All the hospitals in Limon have been inspected daily and no 
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suspicion of the presence of either contagious or infectious disease -was 
in evidence ; the few patients in the two hospitals were chronic medical 
or surgical cases. * * * 

Bespectfully, yours, Wm, H. Carson, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

CUBA. 

Quarantine surveillance of persons and baggage leaving Cuban ports for the 

United States. 

[Weekly report from Surgeon H. R. Carter.] 

The following weekly report has been received from Surgeon H. E. 
Carter, who was detailed on January 28, 1899, to make inspections and 
establish quarantine stations in the Island of Cuba, exclusive of the 
province of Santiago, in which latter province Passed Assistant Sur- 
geon M. J. Eosenau was detailed for like duty. 

Havana, Cuba, May 1, 1899. 
Sir : In compliance with Bureau letter (P. M. C.) of the 19th instant, 
I have the honor to submit the following report of the situation here 
for the past week : 

Havana. 

The disinfection of vessels bound for southern ports is continued here, 
and we are handling a considerable number — 34 to May 1. I can say 
that this work is carefully done, indeed I believe that as much pains is 
taken as at any quarantine station I have ever seen, or indeed more. 
Special care is taken to prevent the possibility of reinfection. Such 
vessels as can not well be handled here are advised to go via Tortugas, 
if going into the Gulf, disinfecting there and, if they wish, leaving for 
destination without detention with a certificate of disinfection, so as to 
save as much of the delay in quarantine as possible. All things con- 
sidered, I count the Protector as the most complete and convenient dis- 
infecting plant I have ever seen, and I have seen every one between 
New York and Galveston. 

The work on baggage going to northern ports is progressing. The 
plan under which we work is briefly this. All passengers come to this 
office for an inspection card as a prerequisite for buying a ticket, and 
without which they are stopped at the gangway of the vessel. These 
cards are vis6ed and the passenger reinspected within twenty-four hours 
of leaving. When the cards are issued the ultimate destination of the 
passenger is determined in the ease of soldiers ; this is usually very easy 
and very certain. The cards are then marked. The baggage is differ- 
entiated, first, by destination, all going (ultimately) south being disin- 
fected. It is also differentiated by orign ; all from a locality considered 
to be infected being disinfected independent of its destination. Finally 
it is differentiated by its nature ; bedding, old and soiled fabrics, and 
household goods, and anything else of which the inspector is doubtful, 
independent of its destination or origin, is either rejected or disin- 
fected, the former for the household goods and generally the latter 
for dirty clothing, etc. We have an acting assistant surgeon and an 



